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large importance attached fact old duteh century more command whale ship was per son
was divided officer word means fat cutter time made days was general vessel whale
hunting concemn bntish title old dutch official present rank such more good american
officer boat night watch ground command ship deck grand political sea men mast way
professional superior

“The large importance attached to the
harpooneer’s vocation is evinced by the fact,
that onginally i the old Dutch Fishery, two
centuries and more ago, the command of 2
whle-ship was not wholly lodged in the
person now called the captain, but was
divided between him and an officer called the
Specksynder. Literally this word means Fat-
Cutter; usage, however. in time made it
equivalent to Chief Harpooneer. In those
days, the captain's authority was restricted 10
the navigation and general management of the
vessel; while over the whale-hunting
department and all its concerns,, the
Specksynder or Chief Harpooneer reigned
supreme. In the British Greenland Fishery.
under the corrupted title of Specksioneer, this
old Dutch official is still retained, but his
former dignity is sadly abridged. At present
he ranks simply as senior Harpooneers and as
such, is but one of the captain's more inferior
subalterns. Nevertheless, us upon the good
conduct of the harpooneers the success of a
whaling voyage largely depends, and
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